
Evaluating sources. 
 
For each source described, identify ONE weakness and one strength. Briefly (1 sentence) 
explain why it’s a strength or a weakness. 
 

1. An autobiography of Qin Shihuangdi, written by the emperor just before his death. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. An eye-witness account of the Battle of Thermopylae, written immediately after the battle 
by a foot soldier who was tending the horses. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. A play about three Japanese marriages which was written and widely performed in 
Japan during the Classical period. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. An account book kept by someone overseeing construction of the Great Wall, listing the 
prices of materials and salaries paid to workers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


